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preston’s parties

84 ELLEDECOR.COM

hink Pink

Colorful flowers and drinks
to match put a brilliant blush on an

on Bailey and 40
bbie Lustig.

after-dark holiday event
By Preston Bailey

Holldays ususlly involve parties, but this time of year
tha same Christrmas decor s oftenap pled o vary
soirge, My approach, however, s ahways nontradi-
tional. Vicente Wolf, alongtime friend, racently de-
signed my NewYork apartment, solfigured acocktall
party was the perfect cppartunity to show off his ge-
nius and celebrate the season.

Instead of sticking with the standard Christmas
palette, | complemented the apartment’s grays,
blues, and deep reds with lots of fuchsia. |had a
miatal tree frame made for displaying greeting cards
andwhmsled it with Aboon, crystals, and pink feath-
ars, and | cut minl topiarias from foam blocks and in-
serted tiny ornaments and pink spray rosas.
Candelabrawere placed an tha exterior window
lzdges. upping the moody aftar-fiva ambience

Preston’s Pointers:

- Pick a color: Fuchsia was my holiday party’s sip-
nature shade, from hors d'ceuvres o omaments.

- Get creative; Instead of a live Christmas tree
(ton many dropped needles), T put up alarge tree-
shaped metal stand and used it o display the
preeting cards I was receiving

+ ACCERROrITE I|1|-|11|\r:n:|1]}'; For the dinner table
place a decorated topiary or brilliant bouguet of
flowers at each place setting.

- Lerve samething special: Olivier Cheng created
the Preston Sparkle cockrail for my party. The
rosy concoction is composed of 1 oz, Grey Goose
vodka, 1 of. elderflower pressé, and %, oz. ginger
syrup infused with lemongrass. Place 111|d.d]|..|
ginger at the bottom of a Champagne flute and
add the vodka and other ingredients, plus a cou-
plc drops of lemon juice and a splash of grena-
dine for color. Top it off with Champagre and add
a cinnamon-stick garnish.

[ live in & loit, so my four-poster bed doubles as a
lounging area, After stripping off the linens, Imade it
cozy by adding a fur throw and large pillows from
Vicente's shop, VW Homa, and attached garands of
hot-pink orchids to the posts. Tha feod complemant-
edthedecor oo, ChefClivierChengshors d'oewres
blew me away—cold beesiroct soup, watermelon-feta
bites, and foie gras nibbles. And we sipped Praston
Sparkle cocktails [pink, naturally) creatod espacially
for the evening. Style really is in tha details



